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1.0 PREAMBLE

1.1 Introduction

The Musical Arts is a learning area that seeks to
develop indigenous musical knowledge and skills of
creativity, performance, originality, interpretation and
entrepreneurship. It involves interpretation, performance
and documentation of Zimbabwe Musical Arts Heritage,
Sub Saharan Indigenous Musical Arts, Theory and
History of Western Art Music. In addition, it focuses

on Musical Hybridity, Multimedia Design and Musical
entrepreneurship. The syllabus is for Secondary level
and intends to help learners in their diversity to take pride
in their musical arts heritage in pre-colonial, colonial and
post-colonial eras as well as gain an understanding and
appreciation of other musical arts cultures. It places
musical arts in its socio-economic, political and cultural
context. Learners will understand and appreciate their
culture and society in relation to other musical arts
cultures in order to develop a positive self, group and
national identity.

1.2 Rationale

The syllabus helps learners to develop skills to engage
with communities through critical thinking, problem
solving, leadership, communication, team building and
technology in safeguarding indigenous musical arts’
tangible and intangible heritage by packaging, promoting
and disseminating the works of art for sustainable
development.

1.3 Summary of Content

This syllabus covers Zimbabwean and Sub Saharan
indigenous musical arts, History and theory of Western
art music, performance proficiency, musical hybridity,
multimedia design, documentation and interpretation of
indigenous musical arts as well as musical enterprise
skills.

1.4 Methodology and Time Allocation

In this syllabus, learner- centred methods and the
principle of individualisation are emphasized in the
teaching of Musical Arts in secondary schools. Below are
the suggested methods-:

1.4.1 Methodology

» Discovery

* Demonstration
» Experimentation
* Presentation
 Discussion

» Field work

* Interviews

* Apprenticeship
» Educational trips
» Aural acuity

« Archiving

» Festivals

* Animation

* Notation

* Project

1.4.2 Time Allocation

In order to cover the content adequately, forms 1- 4
should be allocated six to eight thirty-five minute lessons
per week.

1.5 Assumptions

The syllabus assumes that learners have acquired
fundamental knowledge and skills in:

indigenous dance styles

indigenous song genres

playing of musical instruments
performance conventions

musical arts creativity

appreciating indigenous musical arts
the use of musical technologies
musical enterprise

music literacy

oOooooooogQgdg

1.6 Cross Cutting Themes

The indigenous Musical Arts learning area will encom-
pass the following cross cutting themes:

Heritage studies

Climate change and Environmental issues
Human Rights and Responsibilities
Children’s rights and Responsibilities
Child protection

Financial literacy

Ooooooo
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Gender

Sexuality, HIV and AIDS
Disaster risk management
Collaboration

Enterprise skills
Technology

Health education

PRESENTATION OF THE

SYLLABUS

The syllabus is presented as a single document catering
for Secondary level (forms 1 - 4).

3.0

AIMS

The syllabus intends to:

3.1

3.2.

3.3.

3.4.

3.5.
3.6.

3.7.

4.0

equip learners with knowledge and skills for inter-
preting indigenous musical arts

engage learners in community projects meant to
preserve and promote indigenous musical cultur-
al heritage

develop literacy in and appreciation of Sub-Sa-
haran indigenous musical arts and Western art
music

promote enterprise and improve manipulative
skills through musical technologies

enhance respect (unhu/ubuntu/vumunhu)
develop innovative, creative and expressive
skills through musical arts

enable learners to participate in a wide range of
social and economic musical arts activities

SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES

By the end of secondary level (forms 1-4) all learners
should be able to:

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

place various indigenous musical arts genres
into their cultural contexts

perform various musical arts styles in their
cultural contexts

represent different musical arts through indige-
nous terminologies

read and write music in various forms of ap-
propriate notation systems

package musical artworks for sustainable
development and nation building

use multimedia design to promote and pre-
serve musical arts

manipulate technological hardware and soft-

4.8

4.9

4.10

4.1

412

413

ware in musical production

create musical artworks projecting national
pride, unity and identity through musical arts
perform Sub-Saharan indigenous music reper-
toires and Western art music genres

apply knowledge of the different musical peri-
ods of western art music to creative processes
utilise raw materials and tools to produce mu-
sical artworks

perform in instrumental, dance and vocal en-
sembles

demonstrate an appreciation of musical diver-
sity through participation in a wide range of
ceremonies and festivals

5.0 SYLLABUS TOPICS

5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4
5.5
5.6
5.7
5.8
5.9
5.10
5.11
5.12
5.13

Sub Saharan indigenous musical arts
Zimbabwe musical arts heritage
Zimbabwe liberation war musical arts
Zimbabwean musical arts hybridity
Zimbabwean popular musical arts
Documentation of indigenous musical arts
Multimedia designs in musical arts
Interpretation of indigenous musical arts
Theory of western art music

History of western art music

Performance proficiency

Musical enterprise skills

Intellectual property rights for indigenous musi-
cal arts
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8.0 ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

8.1 Assessment Objectives

By the end of the four years, learners should be able to demonstrate:

8.1.1
8.1.2
8.1.3
8.1.4
8.1.5

8.1.6
8.1.7

8.1.8

8.1.9

8.1.10
8.1.11
8.1.12
8.1.13
8.1.14
8.1.15

aural attentiveness and discrimination

indigenous musical arts proficiency

knowledge and understanding of presented musical artworks

an understanding of the styles or contexts of musical arts selected for performance

understanding of the creative process reflected through musical decisions in the process of composing,
arranging, choreography and improvisation

use of appropriate technical vocabulary in original works

use of musical elements (e.g. rhythmic, melodic motifs, harmonic progressions, tone colours) in generated
works

use of extra-musical stimuli (e.g. cultural heritage, national identity ,peace building, moral values, visual arts,
literary works, nature scenes,) in created works

ability to create different musical artworks

ability to document created musical artworks through the use of technologies

decision making and problem solving skills through critical appraisal of the products of creative effort

ability to use multimedia designs in indigenous musical arts

enterprise skills through accomplished musical arts business venture projects

musicianship qualities

nurturing and cherishing of indigenous musical arts through collecting and archiving of tangible and intangi-
ble heritage
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8.2 ASSESSMENT MODEL

Assessment of learner performace Musical Arts (100%)

A 4

Continuous Assessment 35%

Profiling

Profile

Exit Profile

Projects
20%

Performance
Proficiency 15%

A 4

Summative Assessment 35%

A

Multiple
Choice
20%

Structured and
Essay Questions
30%

Performance
Proficiency
15%

v

Moderated Continuous Assessment Mark
=35%

Examination Mark 65%
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8.3 Scheme of Assessment

Candidates will be required to offer Paper 1, Paper 2 and Paper 3 as follows:-

Paper TypelTitle of Paper Duration Marks Weighting
1 Multiple Choice Questions 1 hour 40 20%
2 Structured Qquestions 2 hours 100 30%
3 Section Aa continuous Course work profiling | 50 20%
Assessment of creatyed works | (three years and two
project terms)
Ssection B Performance Practical Tests ( 30 30%
proficiency (recital) 5 - 10 minutes)

Summative Assessment 65%

Paper 1- Multiple choice questions weighting 20%. This paper will consist of 40 questions.

Paper 2- Structured questions weighting 30%. This paper will carry short structured questions and free response
essay type questions.

Paper 3 —performance proficiency 15%

NB Performance proficiency contributes 30% of the final mark (15% summative assessment and 15% continuous
assessment)

Continuous Assessment (35%)

Performance Proficiency and project

Performance proficiency (continuous assessment) 15%

This is a continuous assessment paper in which candidates will be assessed termly and yearly by their teachers. A
candidate will be assessed on two own choice instruments (one indigenous and one western). The Examining board

will advise on set pieces for final assessment to be performed together with the candidate’s own created/arranged
works.

Project 20%

Continuous assessment shall involve projects in selected musical arts, tests, assignments and instruments. A learner
is expected to produce a project portfolio at each of the following levels-:
Form 1-2 and form 3-4

This project section consists of a project created by the candidate on indigenous musical arts. The candidates are free
to generate a project from areas of Multimedia design and or Music Business.

NOTE: A profile system has to be developed for every learner to capture all the attributes in musical arts. The learner
should display both soft skills and hard skills. Observation schedules, checklists, tests and project tasks are to be set
and standardized nationally.
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9.0 SPECIFICATION GRID

Component Skills Wweighting Marks Allocated
Paper 1 Knowledge and understanding 10%
Multiple Choice Application 5%
20% Analysis 5%
Paper 2 Knowledge and understanding 10%
Structured and Essay questions Application 10%
30% Problem Solving 10%
Performance Proficiency Knowledge and understanding 10%
30% (15% continuous and 15% Application 10%
summative assessment Analysis and Synthesis 10%
Project 20% Knowledge and understanding 5%
Application 10%
Problem Solving 5%

GLOSSARY

10. GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED IN THE MUSIC CONTENT

accompaniment

aerophone
a vibrating column of air.

articulation

Vocal or instrumental parts that accompany a melody.

A musical instrument (such as a trumpet/upondo/Hwamanda) in which sound is generated by

The manner in which notes are performed, such as staccato or legato.

atonal A type of music in which tones and chords are not related to a central keynote.

augmented interval A major or perfect interval raised by a half step.

beat A constant unit of measure of rhythmic time.

canon A musical form in which a melody is imitated exactly in one or more parts, similar to a round.
chord Three or more tones sounded simultaneously.

chordaphone An instrument(such as a guitar, chipendani/umkube, uhadi) the sound of which is created by

means of strings stretched between two points.

clef A symbol written at the beginning of a musical staff indicating which notes are represented by
which lines and spaces. (bass clef, treble clef, tenor clef and Alto clef)
composition Creation of original music by organizing sound, usually written for others to perform.

compound meter A type of meter in which the beat is divided into threes or sixes.
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concerto A composition for orchestra and soloist.
descant A melodic line or counterpoint accompanying an existing melody.
diatonic scale A major or minor scale with seven pitches (Heptatonic) adjacent to each other and

separated by a tone or a semitone.

diminished interval A minor or perfect interval lowered by a half step.

duple meter A time signature with groups of two beats to the measure.

dynamics Varying degrees of volume in the performance of music.

dynamic markings The symbols indicating the varying degrees of volume: pp —pianissimo, very soft;

p—piano, soft; mp— mezzo piano, medium soft; mf—mezzo forte, medium loud; f—forte, loud; and ff—fortissimo, very
loud.

elements of music Melody, harmony, rhythm, and form and the expressive elements of dynamics, tempo,
and timbre (tone colour).

Embellishments ornaments or notes added to a melody or rhythmic pattern.

Melodic and The organization and structure of a melodic composition and the interrelationships of
musical

rhythmic form events within the overall structure.

fugue A composition in which three or more voices enter one after the other and imitate the

main melody in various ways according to a set pattern.
genre Type or kind of musical work (e.g., opera, jazz, mariachi, sungura, rhumba).

harmonic progression A succession of individual chords or harmonies that form larger units of phrases, sec-
tions, or compositions.

harmony The simultaneous sounding of two or more tones.

idiophone A musical instrument (such as hosho, amahlwayi and ratchet) the sound of which is
produced by shaking or scraping.

improvisation Spontaneous creation of music.
interval The distance in pitch between two tones.
levels of difficulty The levels of difficulty for the musical content standards are as follows: Level 1: very easy;

easy keys, meters, and rhythms; limited ranges. Level 2: easy; may include changes of tempo, key, and meter;
modest ranges. Level 3: moderately easy; contains moderate technical demands, expanded ranges, and varied
interpretive requirements. Level 4: moderately difficult; requires well-developed technical skills, attention to phrasing
and interpretation, and ability to perform various meters and rhythms in a variety of keys. Level 5: difficult; requires
advanced technical and interpretive skills; contains key signatures with numerous sharps or flats, usual meters,
complex rhythms, subtle dynamic requirements. Level 6: very difficult; suitable for musically mature students of
exceptional competence.
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major key Tonally, a key based on a major scale; a scale that contains the following step pattern:
whole, whole, half, whole, whole, whole, half; or uses the sol-fa tones of do, re, mi, fa, so, la, ti, do.

melody An organized sequence of single notes.

membranophone A musical instrument (such as drum/ngoma/ingungu) that produces sound through the
vibrations of a membrane.

meter The grouping of beats by which a piece of music is measured.

minor key Tonally, a key based on a minor scale; a scale that contains the following step pattern: whole,
half, whole, whole, half, whole, whole; or uses the sol-fa tones of Ia, ti, do, re, me, fa, so, la.

mixed meter A mixture of duple and triple meters.

mode Atype of scale with a specific arrangement of intervals (e.g., Aeolian, Dorian, lonian, Locrian,
Lydian, Mixolydian, Phrygian).

notation A system of writing music indicating pitch and rhythm for performance..
opera A drama set to music for voices and orchestra, presented with costumes and sets.
oratorio A dramatic musical composition usually set to a religious text and performed by solo voices,

chorus, and orchestra without action, special costumes, or scenery.

ostinato A rhythmic or melodic accompaniment figure repeated continuously.

pentatonic scale A scale having five tones to the octave and containing no half steps: do, re, mi, so, la.
phrase A musical idea comparable to a sentence or a clause in language.

pitch The location of a note related to its highness or lowness.

rhythm The combinations of long and short, even or uneven sounds that convey a sense of move-
ment in time.

rondo form A musical form in which a section is repeated, with contrasting sections in between, such as
ABACA.

scale The arrangement of notes in a specific order of whole and half steps.

score The organized notation of all of the instrumental and or vocal parts of a composition.
solfege A system of designating verbal syllables for the degrees of the scale.

sonata-allegro form A musical form that uses the overall design of exposition, development, and recapitulation.

song forms The organization of sections of a song, represented by letters that depict similar and con-
trasting sections: AB, ABA, AABA, ABC, verse/refrain, and so forth.

staff (stave) The horizontal lines on and between which notes are written.

suite A musical composition consisting of a succession of short pieces.

55



Musical Arts Syllabus Forms 1 - 4

symphony
syncopation
tempo
texture

theme and variation
tions.

timbre
tonality (key)
triad

triple meter

A long orchestral work divided into three to five movements.

The placement of rhythmic accents on weak beats or weak portions of beats.
The pace at which music moves according to the speed of the underlying beat.
The overall character of the different layers of horizontal and vertical sounds.

A compositional form in which a theme is clearly stated and is followed by a number of varia-

Tone colour or quality of sound heard.
The tonal centre of a composition.
A three-note chord consisting of root, third, and fifth.

Beats grouped into a set of three.
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